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POLITICS
Provincial
parliament
faces axe

AEKARACH SATTABURUTH

A parlismentary affairs committee will
today decide the ol plan 1w set up
provincial partiament offices across the
country amid reports the scheme is likely
o be serapped,

irasak Porchit, vice-president of the
National Legislative Assembly, said an
evaluntion repart of the pilot scheme will
g0 befone the meeting, after o sub-commit-
tee has reviewed and forwarded it to the
commiies & finsnd sy, Mr Pirasak Is also
wice-chairman of the pardiamentary affairs
committee. Crities of the schenie doubt
the project 1o establish provincial pariia-
meni offices, which was inftated in 2012
b formier parliament president Somsak
Kiatsuran will continue.

A poned in charge of evaluating the
work of six pllot provincial padinmen-
tary offices is undemstood 1o have given
the pilot scheme the thumbs:down «
to their poor performance and recom
mienided the scheme be sxed, The evalu
ation commitiee found the offices dupli-
cate the work of other agencies, including
the Damrmngtham Centre,
complaints about state offick
of power abuse, and the King
pok Institute. The pilot provincial parlia
ment offl established in Chiang
ftal, Khon Kaen, Ubon Ratchathani, Surat
Thani, Avutthaya and Chon Buri

They are designed to suppart the work
of the legislative branch in law-making
and serutinising the government's perfor-
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In axolourful
cosmme attends
the -aditional
niorhern Tan
Kz Salak alms-
givig ceremony
al Vat Komut
Phuta Rangsi on
Phithamaonthon
Sail Road.
Peale, mostly
fronnorthern
prownces, offer
foatto monks
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KOH TAO

Lawyer’s Council mulls
defending murder suspects

POST REPORTERS

The Lawyers Council of Thailand is
expected 1o decide today whether it will
akslgn lnwyers to assdst in the case of the
two Mysnmar men accused of musder op
Koh Tan.

The Myanmar embassy has also

British wurists Hannah Witheridge and
Dravid Miller.

Several human rights agencies, inchyd
ing CriF and the Human Rights and Devel-
opment Foundation, have expressed con
cem about the treatment of Win and Zaw.
I appointed, Mr Nakhon said he would
qul IJIlu hils (lll'ﬂl\ condithon, as well a5

appointed a lawyer 1o interview the pair
though it is not known if he will help if the
matter goes to trial.

Meanwhile, o human rights nemwork ks
offering the services of promineni lawyer
Nakhon Chomphuchat o lead the defence
of the two suspects, if they choose 1o
appoint him,

Mr Nakhon said the Cross-Cultural
Foundation (CrCF) has asked him if he
wontled like 1o represent suspects Zaw Hiun
and Zaw Lin, who face lengthy prison terms
if conwicted for their alleged murder of

Press on with talks, says KL

Malaysia envoy backs
bringing in civil sector

CHANANTHORN KAMJAN

Maloysi d I

ties with Thailand, particularly on forg-
ing puthways 1o democrey and bullding
peace in the deep South, says the Malay-

e, The: ¥
democracy, publicise rjw nurl. of parlia

ment, accepr complaints and give legal
adwice to the public.

A source sald yesterday the sub-com
mitioe on parlisment affaips found the six
ollices spent 50.37 million baht aliogether
during fuby 201 3-August 2004 v fund their
operations. Of the todal, 6.2 million baht was
spenst on serninans and Geld trips, 7 million
baht on mepairing and refurbishing budld-
Ings and wbout 16,6 million bahi on salaries
for office stafl. The Secrotariat of the House
Is repartedly considering Lumehing a probe
Into lleged irregularities
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slan o Thadland.

Drato Nazimh Hussaln, who has
sented her country in Bangkok sinee 2
told the Hamgkek Post in a special inter-
whew th ysia has never abandoned
the Asean way in muintaining “construc-
tive engagement” with Thailand amid s
poditical change.

“We live in the same region: it s not
worthwhile judging” she said.

"W ghve support whien you need itand
you know that you hive a friend In us”
she added

Ms Nazirah also expressed apprecia-
ton over the way Thads handle political

aceldents or natural disaters.

“Thal people are resilient as they
handle unexpected inchdents. We saw that
I the 2011 Boods, when Thallnd bosmced
back. Since the coup, we see something
similar as economic growth has reirmed,”
shie saded. Malaysda wonld not
Intecfere in Thailand's inter-
nal affairs,

"W believe in our neigh-
hours prospering, If some-
thing happens, it will affect
thie nelghbourhood,” the
Malaystan ambassador sahd.

On its confidence in the
government led by Prime
Minister Pryut Chan-o-ch
Ms Nazirah said Malaysia
recognised Thai political
developments as internal
muatters. Publie confldence is reflected in
roval endorsement of the govermment and
its recognition by Thais.

“Wiwill continue o work with the gov-
emment since we have o lot of areas 1o
work together. Wi also can see the sit
atlon in Thailand is stable, people seem
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Narzirah: Thai politics
“not worth judging®

o be very happy. So we bok forward to
seelng the election next yar” she sajd.
She added that Thailad is generally
democratic, even though he country has
taken several routes 10 each o demo.
cratic destination.
=k For the soutlern unrest, Ms
Nozirah relteraed the Malay-
sian government is ready to

igation was improp-
(‘l] uleduul The rights group Amnesty
Jmemuumal has suggested the palr wern
tortuered fnto confessing.

The suspects have been questionsd sev-
eral times withowt liwyers, he said, adding
police were still saying the suspects refused
1o have alnwyer. Mr Nokhon said hie and his
team witld work with the lawyer's councl
if they decide to get invohoed

Police Insist the investigation was fi
and denied reports the suspects were tor-
tured into confessing,

Boxing superstar
vanishes mid-fight

Insurgency, which has by v for
many years. She sald the two-side nego
tiations are a good start, but the people
shoubd get imvolved when the talks deselop
1o & furler stage.

“It s important for Thailand o bring
In penple who are stakeholders in peace
and stability, but ultimately it s ap o the
Thai side o dectde. Weare lnalking farwand

because miking is

cili the to the talk
between the Thii government  bettes,” she sald,
.'md ﬂm sepnm!u Eroups.

Despite the continuing unrest, the

Sh dihve talks must
mmlmu‘ anael the Malwysian robe
is facilittor, noimediator.

It Is good t bring people
1o the table, sothe talks must
contintie. As we talked to the
scholars and acdemics in the
past, they sabd ve must inchude
people in the talks, such s civil society.
They should be part of itsince they are
ilso stakehobders,” she sai].

Ms Nazirah sabd eivil siciery can ke
part in the negotiations 18 representa-
tives of people who live Inthe anea, espe-
cially those who have suffered from the

i envoy fs the peace
talks will proceed until the siation

A much d b betwern Muay
Thai superstar Sombat “Bonkaw”
Banchumek and Germany'’s Enriko
Kehl took a strange twist on Satur
iy might when the three-ound fight
ended inadraw and went down toa
decider round — but the Thisd boxer
was nowhere to be seof.

Buakaw, 31, was disqualified and
his Z2-year-old German opponent
was crowned the new champlon in
the 70-kilogramme division, amid
boos and jeers from the crowd
in Pattnya.

Early n message

retums to normal. How long it
an obstiele from her pwﬁpcmw

Beside b
emphasised economic stability and
education in the deep South, saying eco-
nomic sir Id Bead to d
while education could also help in terms
of mindset

“Education can help you find the way
out We must teach them to understand
the value of peace and stability. We muss
live together in a spirit of hurmony and
trusy,” she said.

posted on his Banchamek Gym's
Facebook poge eald: *I apolo-
gise for making my supporters
pueled.

“You'll soon understand me”

The message triggered a food of
comments, mostly understanding
and suppor for the Thal boxer.

Several believe the inci-
dent hod something to do with
alleged gambling.

Hotline offers helping hand to
police officers on the edge

that police officers haves high sulclde
rate. But the We of a lav enforcemena
afficer con be stressful, somuch so that
«mndr TutEs Among cops (e llnee timies
higgh

l! Ty OO 5 3 SUrprise 1o mony to leam

This finding, fro mu-cntsllldybym:
Police General Hospital, bas prompied
new police chief Pol €
anmuang to launch the
part service to help ease the stress suffered
by many police.

An increasing number of Thalland's
finestare reportedly tking heir own lives,
In recent years, an average of 29 officers
committed suicide each year

Bt from July last year to uly this year, as
many s 44 palice commirted suicide, And
In Augst another four killed themselves.

Most of these suicides wete among low-
ranking and non-commissloned police-
their lives

using their service pistal.

The hotline, which opened last week, is
Intended 1o be a channel 10 help officers
deal with work-related problems, as well as
personal and family fssues that ane weigh-
Ing them down.

Pol Gen Somyot described the hotline
service os a way to heal the menial state of
some police who become overwhelmed
by problems that can lead 12 a tragic end,

Counselling service aims
to tackle alarmingly high
rate of cop suicides, writes
Wassayos Ngamkham

During its pilot phise, the hotline will b
available only on Tuesdays snd Thursdays
from 1-4pm.

Py
wanting consultations or 12 let off steam
about thelr problems, whizther they are
work-related o not

“T've talked to wme pobice who came

slogists will take calls from those «

.....»a-nhmmnmlmmuummmm
1599 that provides nmmmwm The hotfine Is run by
the office’s

that
LAOPAISARNTAKSIN

Ome of the reasons pelice have a high
rate of suicide, Pal Maj Nipapom said,
Is because rhr pru{rssl.on comes with

under pressure sfter they
0 4 pew position with dugies they dida’t
know and felt they were mot capable of
doing” sakd Pol Gen Somyot.

Any officer facing such problems, he
satld, should feel free to inform him and be

many
Police have 1o deal with the many types.
of people in socioty.
officers work as i they were on call
around the clock, Public hiolideys are nor
mally working days for most law enforce-

by the public. Pawar

Help is now just o phone call sway.

O e first two days of service, 14 palice
officers called for help, according 1o Pol Ma]
Nipapom. As a rule, ¢ach caller'is given a
maximaim of 45 minutes,

Whaen officers call the 1599 hotine, the
stnndard practice ks 1o listen 1o what they
Heavee fo say and encourage them to speak
thaeir mind.

woubd discues with hi the pos-
sibility of trmnsferring the umhappy officer
somewhere else.

Pl Maj Nipapom Kham-guisy, a pychalo.
gist with the Police General IHospital's psy-
chiatry and narcotics secthun, who directs
the 1599 hotline, said most off the cops com:
mitting suicide were non-crommissioned
officers in their forties whio were strug-
gling with several burdens,, both ar work
and at home.

The Police General Hosprital studly also
found thit those who compmitied suicide
were driven by many faciorss, o1 just one.

They suffer from an mmalgamation
of work-rolnted stress, finmincial worrhes,
family matters or health issues that over-
whelmm them, Pol Maj Nipapsom said.

il which Iy
enough time to spend with their families,
shee said.

“As work demands an unusual amount
of their time, police are prone to encounter-
ing family lssues as a result of not having
encugh time at home,” she sald.

“Muoney is another problem, because
police don't eam very much”

To muke matters worse, most officers
would not dare 1o visit psychologists or
peyelstatrists it the Police General Hosplial
1o seek help. 10is just oo much of o iboo
o them.

This ks the first time the National Police.
Office has Introduced a psychological

! service, des
for police.

ruredy have

ifically

Instead of ty tell the callers
what they should do, she said, the pyycholo-
glst on duty should encourage the callers
o think of ways out of the problems on
thelr own, with only minimal guidance,
as needed.

Hut, untike otber telephone-based psy
chological consulting services, the 1599
hotline caller ks free 1o decide whether to
tell the psychologist on the end of the ling
his or her identity.

I sigens of serbous forms of ment] dis-
onder are detected during the counsefling
sessbon, the psychologis will refer the caller
w0 pychiatrists for further treatment,
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